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up his appointment, he received instructions from the Com-
mander-in-Chief in India to the effect that the objects of the
campaign were :—
To control the Basra Vilayet (a district of which the for-
ward limit was a line which may be considered very approxi-
mately as the line of the Eiver Hai) and those portions
of neighbouring territory which might effect its security;
to ensure the safety of the oilfields,, pipe-line and refineries;
and, after acquainting himself with the situation, to submit
plans for the effective occupation of the Basra Vilayet, and
for a future advance to Baghdad.
The formation of the II Indian Army Corps, and the
appointment of General Nixon to command it, mark a
distinct turning-point in the history of the campaign.
General Nixon's appointment, in particular, had far-reaching
consequences, and his own influence on the course of events
affords an interesting example of the power which can be
exercised by the personality of a commander. A cavalry
soldier, a polo-player, and a pig-sticker, General Nixon had
a well-earned reputation for dash, and he himself—as well as
many others in India—was under the impression that he had
been selected for command largely on account of this particu-
lar characteristic. Energetic, inclined to the Napoleonic in
his decisions, he was a successful Army Commander in India
and had got a name at manoeuvres and at tactical exercises
for " ginger." He was a natural leader rather than a highly-
trained commander; consequently he was, perhaps, somewhat
prone to regard war as an affair in which the "practical man''
who was not afraid of accepting personal responsibility could
achieve his end by ordinary " common-sense" untrained
methods, and, confronted at every turn by administrative
parsimony in military affairs, to look at it purely from the
fighting point of view, leaving administration to arrange
itself as economically as it could.
. Now, towards the close of his service, he found him-
self afforded an opportunity which had come the way
of few soldiers of his generation, the supreme command of
what appeared likely to become an important and brilliant
campaign.
General Nixon, not unnaturally., read into the instructions
of the Commander-in-Chief an intended change of policy,
nor was his Staff, which was to some extent improvised
from inexperienced and untrained personnel, likely to be able
to advise restraint to a commander whose chief character-

